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About Unchecked UK 

Unchecked UK makes the case for common-sense 
protections which help keep people safe, allow 
businesses to thrive and protect the natural 
environment.  

We are a growing network of leading and diverse 
organisations who see sensible, properly enforced 
protections as the framework for a decent society - 
where the food we eat and the things we buy can be 
trusted, our landscape and wildlife are protected, our 
homes and workplaces are safe. 

We carry out research and investigations to highlight 
the loss of protection for the UK public that results from 
the erosion of important regulations and of the public 
bodies which enforce them. Through public opinion 
research, we shape new positive narratives about our 
shared protections and the enforcement agencies who 
work hard to keep us safe. Ultimately, Unchecked UK 
aims to shift the political discussion around regulation, 
and to build momentum for proper investment in the 
public bodies which defend them.

We are a non-partisan organisation, incubated as a 
project of The Ecology Trust.

Find out more about our work:  
www.unchecked.uk

http://www.unchecked.uk
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The 2019 General Election has become synonymous 
with the fall of the so-called Red Wall. However, this 
is not the only part of the electoral landscape which 
has been undergoing changes in recent years. A similar 
realignment has been occurring in the south of England, 
in what has been dubbed the Blue Wall.1

Blue Wall seats were once bastions of Conservative 
support. However, since the Election of 2019, there 
has been growing evidence that voters in these 
constituencies are looking elsewhere. The surprise 
victory of the Liberal Democrats in both the Chesham 
and Amersham and North Shropshire by-elections hints 
at a political realignment. The recent local elections 
offered further evidence that those seats are no longer 
guaranteed to return Conservative representatives. 

Growing concerns about the cost of living and the 
impact of the war in Ukraine have seen a strengthening 
of voices questioning the Government’s environmental 
agenda. Many of the same actors are also among the 
loudest proponents of further deregulation and the 
‘slashing of red tape’.2

This polling explores the views of voters in these 
electorally pivotal Blue Wall constituencies. Do 
environmental issues motivate these voters? How might 
these voters react to moves to weaken regulations 
that are in place to protect the environment? And is 
there an electoral prize for the parties that commit to 
strengthening key rules and their enforcement? 

Introduction
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Unchecked UK commissioned Stack Data Strategy to 
conduct a representative poll of voters in constituencies 
which are considered to be part of the ‘Blue Wall’.3

These are the collection of marginal seats which have 
historically been held by Conservatives but could be 
won by other parties at the next General Election.

1. Blue Wall voters strongly support environmental 
protection

Half of respondents say that

“I am more likely to vote for the party 
with the most ambitious environmental 
plans”.  

Importantly, almost 4 in 10 undecided voters in these 
marginal Blue Wall seats say they would be more likely 
to support a political party that has ambitious plans for 
protecting our environment. 

When asked, undecided voters in the Blue Wall choose 
The Environment over Immigration & Asylum, Covid-19, 
Brexit, and Crime as an issue which would be most 
important to them when deciding who to vote for in an 
election.  

2. The deregulation agenda enjoys marginal support

Voters in Blue Wall constituencies reject the notion that 
Britain is being held back by too many regulations. Only 
a third believe that we have too much regulation in the 
UK, and nearly half (46%) believe that we do not have 
enough regulation.  

Executive Summary
Over half of voters state they would be less likely to 
support an MP who voted to weaken rules in place 
to protect rivers and animal welfare, even if they 
thought less regulation would reduce utility or food 
bills. 

3. Blue Wall voters do not see deregulation as a 
‘Brexit opportunity’

Just 18% of voters in the Blue Wall feel that reducing 
environmental and animal welfare is acceptable in 
order to secure post-Brexit trade deals.

71% of those who say they would vote Conservative 
in the next general election agree with the 
statement

“We should strengthen regulations 
to protect the environment and 
animals from harm, regardless of its 
impact on our ability to trade with 
other countries.” 

73% of respondents who voted to leave the EU agree 
with this.

4. Rules designed to ensure that the private sector 
and farming play their part in protecting the 
environment enjoy very high levels of support
 
Although levels of support for these rules are high 
across all groups, they tend to be strongest among 
Conservatives. For example, 82% of those planning 
to vote Conservative want to tighten rules around 
the use of pesticides and fertilisers, and 78% want 
to strengthen demands on developers to protect 
wildlife and green spaces. 

Key Findings
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The environment is a growing concern for UK voters, including those in the Blue Wall. Overall, voters in these 
constituencies rank the environment as third among their list of concerns, a similar level to the national picture.4 
This places the environment above housing, crime and immigration. 

Part one: Protecting the 
environment matters in 
the Blue Wall

Top 1 Top 3

The Economy

Health

The Environment

Housing

Tax

Crime

Immigration

Brexit

Welfare Benefits

Family & Childcare

Defence & Security

Pensions

Transport

0 40%20% 60%

Figure 1: Which do you think are the top domestic issues facing the country at this time?
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I am more likely to vote for the
party with the most ambitious 
environmental plans

Don’t know
I don’t really pay much attention 
to each party’s environmental 
plans when I vote

0% 25%

50% 35%15%

50% 75% 100%

Figure 2: Which of the following comes closest to your view? 

Part one: Protecting the environment matters in the Blue Wall

Importantly, most of the voters polled say that the environment will be a factor in determining their vote at the 
general election. 50% say they would be more likely to vote for the party with the most ambitious environmental 
plans, with 4 in 10 undecided voters stating that this would be the case.

There is some variability in levels of support on these questions: 

Higher income groups are more likely to vote for the party with the most ambitious environmental plans.

Salience peaks among key 35-44 year olds (61% stating they will take into account levels of environmental 
ambition).
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Very concerned Moderately concerned Slightly concerned Not at all concerned

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Quality of local environment

River/water pollution

Air pollution

Fly-tipping/littering

Housing developments

Impact of farming practices

Loss of wildlife

Loss of green space

23% 41% 23% 13%

34% 33% 21% 12%

32% 32% 25% 12%

39% 33% 21% 7%

37% 34% 17% 12%

20% 32% 27% 21%

37% 31% 20% 11%

35% 33% 20% 12%

Figure 3: How concerned are you about the following issues in your local community?

Part one: Protecting the environment matters in the Blue Wall

Our poll suggests that a large number of voters in the Blue Wall do not think that their local environment is 
sufficiently protected. 64% are either ‘very’ or ‘moderately’ concerned about their local environment. 

Issues including river pollution, air pollution, over-development, the loss of green space and litter feature as 
significant concerns for a majority. There is little variability on these issues across income and age groups. However, 
concern is higher among Conservative voters, particularly in relation to litter and fly tipping (44% state that they are 
‘very concerned’) and the impact of housing developments (37% are ‘very concerned’).

Housing tenure is a minor factor in determining the issues which respondents tend to be most concerned about. 
Those who own their homes express highest concern about housing developments and the loss of green space. 
However, over 65% of those renting their homes privately also express moderate or high levels of concern. 
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The debate about regulation has risen in prominence since the EU referendum, as the Government seeks to set out 
its post-Brexit vision for the UK and pursues trading relationships beyond the EU. In the light of concern about rising 
prices, some have argued for the lowering of standards as they apply to activities like farming and construction, 
claiming this will lead to cheaper goods and services.  

Our poll tests whether Blue Wall voters believe this agenda is right for the country. We show that a significant 
majority of voters in Blue Wall constituencies reject the notion that Britain is being held back by over-regulation. 
Almost half of the respondents (46%) believe that regulations could indeed be stronger, with 23% agreeing that 
levels of regulation are about right. Less than a third of respondents believe the UK has too much regulation.

The findings confirm those of previous polls by Unchecked UK5 and others. These have shown repeatedly that 
approximately two-thirds of the British public sits firmly on the side of strong protections.

Part two: Environmental 
protections - not 
deregulation

We do not have enough regulation in the UK The UK has just the right amount of regulation currently

We have too much regulation in the UK

0% 25%

36% 37%26%

46% 31%23%

50% 75% 100%

Overall

Conservative
voters

Figure 4: Which of the following statements comes closest to your view?
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0% 25%

75% 16%9%

73% 9% 18%

70% 18%12%

50% 75% 100%

Overall

Leave voters

Remain voters

We should strengthen regulations to protect 
the environment, regardless of its impact on 
our ability to trade with other countries

Don’t know
We should be willing to accept weaker 
environmental rules to secure trade 
opportunities after Brexit

Similarly, a clear majority of respondents (70%) think that leaving the EU is an opportunity to strengthen 
regulations that protect the environment and improve animal welfare, regardless of its impact on the UK’s ability to 
strike trade deals with other countries. 

This support is seen from all groups of voters, regardless of age, educational background, income, and employment 
status. Levels of support are strong both for those who voted to leave the EU (73%) and those who voted to remain 
(75%), and for those who are planning to vote Conservative (71%) and those planning to vote Labour (73%), Lib Dem 
(76%) or Green (87%). 61% of undecided voters also agree that strengthening environmental and animal welfare 
regulations is a high priority. In short, given the choice between retaining high standards and striking trade deals, 
most Blue Wall voters opt for the pursuit of environmental protections.

Figure 5: Which of the following statements comes closest to your view?

Part two: Environmental protections - not deregulation
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Figure 6: Which of the following statements about the government’s 
role in regulating business is closest to your view?

0% 25%

65% 26%9%

50% 75% 100%

The government’s job is to put in place 
rules to protect people and the environment, 
even at a cost for businesses

Don’t know
The government needs to help businesses 
keep costs as low as possible, even at the 
expense of environmental standards

Part two: Environmental protections - not deregulation

Nor do the respondents see a choice between standards and affordability.  A large majority (65%) agree that the 
government should prioritise the rules that protect the environment and communities even if this comes at a cost 
to business.  Again, support for strong protections is widespread among different groups of voters, although it is 
strongest among older age groups. We also found support for strong protections from voters backing all political 
parties, with, for example, 71% of voters planning to vote Conservative in agreement. 

More than half of voters state that they would be less likely to consider voting for an MP who, for example, 
supported measures to deregulate chicken farming or sewage provision (even if this could help reduce prices). It’s 
worth noting that undecided voters were the most likely to say they would vote against.
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Total support Neither support nor oppose Total oppose

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Strengthen rules on
treatment of farm animals

Tighten rules on 
fertilisers and pesticides

Demand developers
counteract loss of wildlife

Charging companies for
disposal of packaging

Reverse the funding cuts
 to regulatory bodies

Making electric boilers
mandatory in new homes

80% 17% 3%

77% 18% 5%

76% 20% 4%

73% 21% 6%

65% 27% 7%

62% 22% 16%

Figure 7: To what extent would you support the following policies?

Whether it’s making heat-pumps compulsory in all new homes, getting companies to pay for the disposal of 
packaging, banning inhumane treatment of farm animals, strengthening the demands on developers to protect 
wildlife and green space or tightening the rules on the use of pesticides and fertilisers, levels of support are high 
(with between 80% and 62% of voters either ‘strongly supporting’ or ‘supporting’ more robust rules).  Although 
older groups tend to be the most supportive, voters of all ages oppose the weakening of these rules. Moreover, 
policies aimed at strengthening environmental protections enjoy a particularly high level of support among 
Conservative voters. 
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Total support Neither support nor oppose Total oppose

0% 25%

72% 6%22%

83% 6%11%

68% 26% 6%

65% 7%28%

50% 75% 100%

Overall

Conservative
voters

Labour
voters

Green Party
voters

83% 5%23%Lib Dem
voters 72%

Figure 8: To what extent would you support the following policies? 
Reversing the funding cuts to environmental regulatory bodies.

Finally, we find overwhelming support for the reversal of funding cuts to regulatory bodies. As documented by 
Unchecked UK, key bodies tasked with ensuring that environmental protections are enforced have seen deep cuts in 
recent years.6 65% of Blue Wall voters (including 68% of Conservatives) want to see this decline in funding reversed. 

Part two: Environmental protections - not deregulation
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Conclusion
This polling shows that Blue Wall voters support strong 
environmental protections and are looking for political 
parties to guarantee these will not be undermined.

Voters in these constituencies understand the central 
role that strong rules play in the pursuit of a cleaner 
environment where the food they eat is produced safely 
and humanely, and nature and wildlife can thrive. 

Political parties which seek to strengthen their offer in 
these increasingly unpredictable constituencies therefore 
face a clear choice. Those that provide a compelling 
vision which sets itself high standards when it comes 
to protecting the environment are likely to be rewarded. 
Conversely, an offer that seeks to pit voters against 
regulation on the basis that this is the way to forge new 
trading links or tackle rising prices is likely to fail. Our 
polling shows that this means ensuring that we strengthen 
and uphold the rules that are there to protect our 
environment.
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The full tables and a list of the constituencies that fit our 
definition of ‘blue wall’ are available online here:
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https://unchecked.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/
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